
 
 

STAR PROGRAM FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

 
1. Who is eligible to apply? 

Applicants must be currently enrolled in a U.S. college or university; high school students will not be 

considered for the program. 

 

2. Is this a paid internship? Is housing available? 

There is no stipend, housing, travel or food allowance. 

 

3. When does the STAR program begin? When does it end?  

June 29, 2020 to August 6, 2020. 

 

4. How many hours per week? Per day? Can I take vacation during this time? 

The STAR Program is a six-week program. Participants are expected to spend a minimum of 4 days/week, 

6 hours/day in the lab. In addition, they are required to attend the weekly STAR Seminar Series 

throughout the month of July and the Annual STAR Student Research Forum on August 6, 2020. The time 

commitment is discussed during the interview with the prospective faculty mentor. Please carefully 

consider your commitment to this program as participation during these six weeks is mandatory.  

 

5. Is an interview required? 

Yes, an interview with the prospective faculty mentor is a required part of the application process, usually 

conducted via telephone or Skype. 

 

6. What is the deadline for applications? 

February 14, 2020.  

 

7. When will decision notifications be made? 

Applications will be reviewed as they are received; admissions notifications will be made by email, usually 

no later than April 1, 2020. 

 

8. How many STAR trainees will be accepted? 

The number of accepted trainees is limited by the number of NYMC faculty members who are willing and 

able to serve as mentors, and varies from year to year.  

 

9. Do I need to have taken certain science classes? 

No, however, you should highlight on your application any science classes that you have taken, 

particularly those with a laboratory component. 

 

10. Do I need to have had previous research lab experience? 

No, previous research experience is always beneficial, but not necessary. 
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11. I’ve been accepted to the program – what’s next? 

a) Accepted applicants must send an email to star@nymc.edu confirming that they are accepting the 

offer to attend the program.  

b) After NYMC receives this confirmation, all STAR trainees will receive the following forms via email 

from their mentor’s administrator: (1) Volunteer Information Data Report Form, (2) Health Services 

Requirements Form, and (3) Consent Form for Volunteers (if under 18). 

c) The STAR trainees must complete and return all forms to the above mentioned administrator. 

d) Using these forms, NYMC’s Health Services department must clear each STAR trainee before Human 

Resources will schedule safety training. If you have a preferred date for safety training, please provide 

this information to the administrator when you submit your forms (we recommend that you attend 

the EHS safety training well in advance of the summer, if possible (e.g. during spring break)). 

e) The administrator will work with Human Resources to schedule your training and notify you once a 

date has been selected.  

 

12. When are the mandatory EHS safety training classes held? 

EHS safety training classes are held every Monday from 9am to 12pm, in the School of Health Sciences 

and Practice.  

 

13. What if I have already completed the EHS safety training in a previous year? 

You must complete the full three-hour training session each year that you work/volunteer at NYMC.  

 

14. Who should I contact if I have any more questions? 

Please contact Ms. Barbara Gleason (barbara_gleason@nymc.edu; (914) 594-4734). 
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