
INFORMATION FOR INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS 
FOR THE MPH/MS IN BIOSTATISTICS PROGRAMS  

International applicants must meet all of the College’s admission standards and must 
provide all required supporting documents to be considered for admission.  Applicants 
should refer to the particular programs for any special or additional requirements. The MPH 
degree takes approximately two (2) years of full-time study to complete. The MS in 
Biostatistics may be completed in less than 2 years.     

Please note that the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) requires three (3) years of full-time 
study and the MS in Speech-Language Pathology requires two (2) years of full-time study.  
These programs have separate requirements and international applicants must refer to the 
appropriate program-specific information. 

Students must have funds available to pay the tuition amount required at each registration.  
Students who are not citizens or permanent residents of the United States are not eligible 
for financial aid due to federal restrictions on funds.  In addition, private loans, state funded 
aid or institutional loans, scholarships and teaching fellowships/research assistantships are 
generally not available.  Therefore, the College must be assured that international applicants 
have sufficient support monies available in the United States to pay for tuition, fees, 
supplies, books and living expenses as outlined in the budget section. Applicants are not 
processed for the I-20 until all of the financial documentation is provided (see 
#7).  

Applications from United States-based international students, who are in legal F-1/student 
status, will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis for the appropriate semester. 

Once accepted, applicants must submit a non-refundable deposit of $500, which will be 
applied to their first semester tuition. When the deposit is received along with the financial 
documents, a Form I-20 A-B will be issued by the International Student and Scholar Advisor. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: 

1. Applications and supporting documents are processed through www.sophas.org.  Additional
materials may be requested by the Admissions Office once the application has been
received from SOPHAS.   International applicants must indicate on the application that they
wish to apply for an F-1 visa.  If applicants wish to bring their spouse or dependent children
with them on F-2 visas, their names, dates of birth, places of birth and relationships to the
applicant must also be provided.

2. Application should be made for admission to only one program and degree (graduate
certificates may be combined with an MPH).  Applicants cannot make more than one
program choice.  International students must register as full-time, matriculated students
and indicate a desired program and degree.
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3. International applicants should submit the application and provide all the application
materials well in advance of registration in order to allow enough time to review foreign
documents and to issue Form I-20 A-B.  Please allow at least 3 weeks for verification of the
by SOPHAS.

Applications for International Students must be completed for review by:

July 15  for the Fall semester 
December 1 for the Spring semester 
April 1  for the Summer term 

4. Newly accepted international students may register in advance but are required to come to
the Admissions Office and also meet with the International Student and Scholar Advisor in
person before classes start.

5. All applicants who are in any of the following categories are required to obtain a
recommended minimum eligibility score of 86 (internet-based – with no score less than
21 in any of the 4 categories) on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL);
or the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) - a minimum score of
Band 6.
The categories are:  a) those whose native language is not English; b) those from countries
where English is one of the official languages, but not necessarily the first language of the
majority of the population; c) those from countries where English is not a native language,
although available as a language of instruction at all or some levels of schooling; d) those
whose transcripts are not in English or from schools in non-English-speaking countries. The
SOPHAS TOEFL code number to use is 4232 (our institution code number is 2592
– do not use).  For information, contact the Educational Testing Service
(TOEFL), PO Box 6151, Princeton, NJ 08541-6000; telephone (609) 921-9000; e-
mail; toefl@ets.org; website: http://www.toefl.org/
For information about the IELTS test, contact IELTS, Inc., 100 East Corson Street,
Suite 200, Pasadena, CA 91103, USA; phone (626)-564-2954; fax
(626)-564-2981; email: ielts@ceii.org; website: www.ielts.org.
Note: The ECFMG ENGLISH TEST scores may not be substituted.  However, USLME
scores (communications skills) may be substituted.

6. All applicants with foreign transcripts must obtain an official evaluation of their diplomas and
grade sheets from approved agencies (SOPHAS only accepts evaluations from World
Education Services).   The evaluation should include credit hour equivalents with an
explanation of the grading system at the foreign institution.  The official evaluation should
include the cumulative Grade Point Average and degree awarded U.S. equivalent. Official
evaluations (other than from World Education Services) should be sent directly to the
Admissions Office from the evaluation service. Originals and certified English translations
may be required for all official transcripts, grade sheets, diplomas and licenses that are not in
English (not required for WES evaluations). Applicants may be required to present originals to
be witnessed by the Admissions Office after their arrival at the College and before
registration.
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Please note:  Applicants must have completed the equivalent of a U.S. 
baccalaureate degree prior to the application deadline in order for the file to be 
reviewed. 

Some suggested acceptable services for evaluating foreign transcripts and grading systems 
for applicants with foreign credentials are: 

World Education Services, Inc. (WES)* Globe Language Services, Inc. 
PO Box 5087 – Bowling Green Station 319 Broadway  
New York, NY  10274-5087  New York, NY  10007  
Tel: (212) 966-6311    Tel: (212) 227-1994 
Fax: (212)739-6100  Fax: (212) 693-1489 
Web site: www.wes.org Web site: http://globelanguage.com 

E-mail: info@globelanguage.com

*We recommend WES as an evaluating agency because they provide electronic evaluations 
along with electronic notarized copies of foreign transcripts.  It is not necessary to provide
another original or notarized copy of transcripts for WES evaluations.

Joseph Silny & Associates, Inc. 
7101 SW 102 Avenue 
Tel: (305) 273-1616 3 
Fax: (305) 273-1338 
Fax: (305) 273-1984 (translations) 
Web site: www.jsilny.com  

Educational Credential Evaluation, Inc. (ECE) 
PO Box 514070 
Milwaukee, WI  53203-3470 
Tel: (414) 289-3400 
Fax: (414) 289-3411 
Web site: www.ece.org 
E-mail: eval@ece.org

7. FINANCIAL INFORMATION - The College requires two documents as proof of ability to 
pay tuition, fees, and living costs.  Foreign applicants are required to prove adequate 
funding for one year of study and to also provide evidence that the funding will continue for 
the remainder of their attendance at the College.  The financial information must be no 
more than six months old at the time of classes. In the 2021-2022 academic year, the 
amount required for support is $55,446 (see page 6).

A. A completed and notarized affidavit of support must be submitted, indicating 
the amount of funds that will be available from your financial sponsor
to pay your tuition, fees, books, supplies, and living expenses for at least one
year.  The Affidavit must be signed and notarized within six months of your
starting date at the College.  If you plan to support yourself, please send a
signed, notarized statement indicating that you have sufficient funds to pay
your academic and living expenses for at least one year, and that you will be
able to support yourself during the remainder of your academic program.
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B. A bank statement signed by a bank officer indicating that you or your
financial sponsor has at least $55,446 on deposit.  The bank statement must be
on letterhead with the name and address of the bank and the typed name and title of the
officer who signs it.  The letter must be notarized, and must include the date the
bank account was opened, the total amount deposited during the past year, and the
present balance.  If you are arranging for a foreign bank statement to be mailed to the
College at the time of your application, the bank letter must also include an assurance
that there are "no restrictions on the transfer of funds to a United States bank.”

8. International applicants in F-1 status who are applying to the School of Health Sciences and
Practice after completing English language training or receiving a degree from a U.S. or
Canadian college must contact the Director of International Advisement, Elizabeth Ward, at
914-594-4846.

9. We require only two recommendations (although SOPHAS indicates three). Acceptable
recommendations may come from a college instructor, an academic advisor, or a previous or
current employer or work supervisor.  SOPHAS does not accept paper recommendations.

10. International applicants who so desire must designate, in writing, permission for the College
to discuss their applications with a third party inquiring on their behalf.  The name of the
person must be indicated in the written permission.

11. To comply with New York State law, the College requires that students born on or after
January 1, 1957 must show protection against measles, mumps and rubella.  Any student
without a certificate of immunization or other acceptable evidence of immunity to each
disease will be excluded from enrollment or attendance.  Applicants must complete the
Student Immunization Record form and submit a copy of lab results. Copies of lab results
should include the name and address of the lab and are required for documentation of
seroimmunity.  The application can be reviewed without this proof.  However, it is required
before an applicant can be fully accepted or permitted to register.

12. A current Resume.

13. Applicants must provide copies of the expiration page of their passport.

VISA AND INSURANCE REGULATIONS 

1. International students who have been admitted to the School of Health Sciences and
Practice are required to visit the Admissions Office and the International Student and
Scholar Advisor after their arrival on campus and before registration.  They should bring
with them their passports, I-94 Arrival-Departure Forms and I-20 forms.  Similar documents
will be required for the spouse and dependents of the international student.

2. International students must be registered full time for at least nine (9) credits per semester
(fall and spring), maintain good academic standing and be continuously enrolled (except for
summer) to maintain their visa status. Any international student who registers for less than
9 credits in the fall or spring semesters must obtain a letter from his/her program director
explaining the reason.  This is subject to approval by the Vice Dean.

3. Health care costs in the United States are very high, and even a short illness can result in
large medical bills.  The College, therefore, requires that all international students and their
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dependents that are living in this country in F-2 status purchase adequate health insurance 
coverage.  Health insurance can either be purchased directly through New York Medical 
College at registration or through another insurance company.   

4. International applicants who are in F-1 status studying in the U.S. at another
school and want to attend the School of Health Sciences and Practice must fulfill
all the application requirements outlined above.  This includes provision of the
financial documentation specified.  Applicants should provide a copy of both sides of their
current I-20 with their application materials.  These students will be asked to sign a release
of information form to be completed by the foreign student advisor at their current
institution.  As with international applicants from overseas, information on any dependents
living in the United States must also be provided.  The applicant must have been in lawful
F-1 status at the school he or she was last authorized to attend during the term
immediately preceding attendance or last preceding a vacation period.

5. International applicants who have been accepted to the School of Health Sciences and
Practice (and submitted their non-refundable $500 deposit) who wish to defer their
acceptance to a future semester must send a letter/email request to Ms. Irene Bundziak,
Admissions Office, indicating the desired semester of enrollment and the reason for the
deferment.  The affidavit of support or other financial support statements and the bank
letter must be updated if the original ones will be more than six months old at the time of
registration. If the desired term of enrollment is more than one year from the first
application, a new application and application fee may be required.

6. Written acceptance of an admission offer and submission of the non-refundable $500
deposit must be provided before a Form 1-20 A-B is issued.

HOUSING 

On-campus housing may be available for single and married students on the Valhalla 
campus. The number of rooms/apartments available for School of Health Sciences and 
Practice students is very limited.  Space is assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  
Students must be full-time (nine credits) matriculants in order to be eligible for College 
housing. 

Single students are housed in two, three-and four-person suites.  Each student has a 
single furnished or unfurnished bedroom and shares a bathroom, living room and a fully 
equipped kitchen.  The 2021-2022 housing charge for single students range from $666 - 
$935 per month.  Families are housed in one-, two- and three- bedroom apartments and 
range from *$1,340 to $1,710 with an additional  *per semester, telecommunications 
fee.  These apartments are unfurnished.  Housing charges vary based on the size and 
location of the apartment.  For more information, please visit the student housing 
website at: https://www.nymc.edu/current-students/student-services/housing--
residential-life/. 

A $200.00 deposit is required to apply for on-campus housing.  The signing of a 12-
month housing agreement is required if an offer for housing is made.  A Student 
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Housing Application  and detailed information is available at: 
https://touro.formstack.com/forms/housing_application.    

Off-campus housing will cost approximately $12,000 per year (excluding utilities of $100 
a month) for an individual.  Off-campus housing for a student and spouse is 
approximately $19,500 a year.  Off-campus housing for a student, spouse and one 
dependent is approximately $21,500 a year.  The off-campus rates do not include a 
security deposit, which is usually one or two additional months rent due when signing a 
lease. 

Information regarding off-campus housing in furnished rooms in private homes as well 
as apartment shares and full apartments is also available through the Office of Student 
Housing.   You may check the weekly listing of available off-campus housing on the 
website.  Students living off campus will usually need one month’s security deposit and 
one or two-month’s rent upon signing a lease.  It is advisable to plan to be in the 
College area one month early to locate and obtain off-campus housing. 

*Prices subject to change.

TUITION, FEES AND LIVING EXPENSES BUDGET 

Following is a sample minimum budget based on a 12-month period for the 
2021-2022 academic year (fall and spring terms). 

Educational Expenses 

 155 
      795
22,140

Entrance Fee (new students only) 
   Fees (including Student Activity, technology, academic 

support fee) Tuition ($1,230 x 18 credits)*
TOTAL EDUCATION           $23,090

*$1,370 per credit for DrPH ($1,370 x 16 credits =$21,920.)

Living Expenses Single Student 

Books and Supplies  $   2,556 
Food 4,104
On-Campus Housing 9,168
Health Insurance** 5,400
Miscellaneous Expenses (laundry, phone, emergencies, clothing) 
Transportation*** 1,672 
On-campus telecommunication fee    500 
TOTAL LIVING  $ 26,956 

* See above for approximate off-campus housing costs.

** Estimated cost for health insurance purchased through New York Medical College; 

other 
plans may vary.  See Student Health Insurance Website address at 
https://app.hsac.com/nymc.   

*** Estimated cost for using public transportation.  Students who plan to have an 
automobile should include costs for insurance, gas, and maintenance. 

3,556
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